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Vivir Sin Ti' is the album's verY own A

Family Affairi It's arguably the high spot of

a disc which may not set the world on fire,

but which offers enough classy, passionate

music to more than justify a purchase.

Mark SamPson

Princes Amongst Men:
Journeys with GyPsY
Musicians
Asphalt Tango CDATR 1608

l:-ull Pfice (arb Dns)

You bought the book...
now buy the CD

l h l s  l s  t n e

soundtrack to Garth

Cartwright's racy,

p l u m - b r a n d y -

f ue l l ed  j ou rney

across the Balkans

in search ofGypsy musicians, first published

in 2005. The writing in the book was raw

but vividly evocative of the music and

musicians he encountered. Many of those

are featured here, with compelling tracks

from larger-than-life characters such as

Esma Rediepova, Saban Bajramovit, Boban

Markovi6 and celebrated bands like Fanfare

Ciocärlia and Tarafde Haidouks. These are,

of course, the usual suspects of Balkan

Gypsy compilations, but there are other

Iesser-known treasures here like Serbia's

Kal, Romania's Fulgerica and Bulgaria's fony

Iliev, plus some older Romanian lautari

tracks by singer Romica Puceanu and

cimbalom maestro Toni lordache (pulled

from Asphalt Tangols excellent Soundsfrom

a Bygone Age series). The 18 tracks have

clear ly been chosen wi th hands-on

experience of the territory and, although

there are several musicians who don't

feature in the book, it's a great compilation

of Balkan Glpsy music.

One of the most extraordinary chaPters

in Princes Amongst Men is about the

Bulgar ian cross-dressing ar t is t  Azis.

Cartwright describes attending his concert

in Sofial Palace of Culture:'Takingthe stage

on a Harley accompanied by leather boys'

his performance included simulating sex

with men and women, marrying a body'

builder then discarding said Muscle Mary

so to gaze into a mirror and marry himsef.

So what I was most looking forward to

on this album was a track from Azis
- but it's sadly absent because of Iicensing

problems. Still, I hope the disc leads people

towards the book and vice versa - both are

celebrations of some of Europe's greatest

music.' Bal' and' kan' are Turkishfor' blood'

and 'honey", Caftwright wrote. (Actually it's

the other way round, but you get what he

means.)'Appropriate for such sweet and

sour territory:
Simon BroughtonO

Valkyrien Allstars for their imagination,

creativity and energy.
Fiona Thlkington

Gypsy Musicians from
Perpignan: De Sant
Jaume Son
Al Sur ASCD01

N1it l  l ) r icr :  (5i  mins)

F ra n co - S po nish Gy psy fusions
Perpignan lies by the

Medi terranean near

the Spanish border.

The 'colourful' Saint

Jacques quarter of the

histor ical  centre has

long  been  a  haven  f o r  ma rg ina l

communities: )ewish merchants, prostitutes

and, latterly, lberian Gypsies, who answered

industry's post-war call for labour. Sant

Jaume is the Catalan name for the area and

this is a compilation of the Gypsys' music.

Recorded in the summer of 1991 for the

tradi t ional  music department of  the

Perpignan Conservatory, it's a satisfying

mix of flamenco and rumba that focuses

pr imar i ly  on foseph 
'El  Chabo'  Vi las

(playing both solo and with his band) and

the brothers Espinas of Tekameli (whose

Escolteu was revrewed in Songli nes #54).

The  two  open ing  ve rs i ons  o f  t he

traditional'Tanguillo' reflect the variations

in the programme that  Prevent the

music ever sounding repetitive. The first
- by Francisquet and Gartino - is a lovely

acoust ic  gui tar  duet  wi th understated

slapped percussion. It serves as a prototype

for the massed guitars and voices of Els

Rumberos  Ca ta l ans  de  San t  l aume

that follow. The beautiful 
'La Manada'

features )oseph Vilas' solo guitar before

two flamenco pieces in a similar vein by

Jeannot'El )oan' Ballardo break up double

doses of rumba from first Tekameli and

then Chabo, )oseph Vilas'ensemble. The

latter's lolloping, laid-back 
'Yo No Puedo

serbia! ulturn Gypbl,,lfitl
fnalat d on fu lncg� rtr',o'4fi ti,n

r

'You Are My Sunshine'. This riotous storm

leads to some autumnal piano and'Circles of

Lovei a beautifirily nostalgic piece.

It was stupendous live and late-night

at Scotland's Big in Falkirk Festival. Here,

on this beautifully illustrated CD, it works

independently as a dramatic song cycle. A

serenade to nature, it! a tour de force for

Terrafolk.

Jan Fairley

Valkyrien Allstars
HeiloHCD7220

i - 'u l lPr icc (35 mins)

Fiesty live act get it right
on record

This young Norwegian

trio has made quite an

impact on audiences

for their high energy,

in-your- face take on

Norwegian folk music,

Having heard them live and been caught up

in their unstoppable, crowd-pleasing music,

it's impossible to listen to this CD without

also hearing the screaming fans. At the core

of the trio is the Hardanger fiddle of Tuvan

Livsdatter Sf/ertsen, who is also the band's

powerful and feisty lead vocalist. The CD

includes guest appearances from friends

playing langeleik (a traditional Norwegian

stringed instrument), )ew's harp, guitar and

even saxophone. But despite lalkyrien

Allstars' head-on approach to tradition, the

roots of the music are never far away.

The re  a re  many  g rouPs  a round

reinventing traditions for a new era, but this

trio take texts and melodies and lead them

on a wild, exhausting dance. \ü?hat is really

commendable is the variety throughout the

CD and the carefully crafted, imaginative

textures. The final song,'Revenl takes an

old ballad and brings out the eeriest of

atmospheres; 
'I(nepphallingen' is a witty

track based on a traditional Norwegian

mens' dance; and AIli Meir' is a bluesy,

st i r rup-c lad bal lad.  This may not  be

everyone's taste in folk, but all credit to

the mix are Bognär,

three experienced
joined up with a

musicians to

CD that ties together

nied s inging

imitation) of

lullaby with Plangent
a bouncy rhlthmic

on'Bethlehem' and

its way above the

a Bulgarian dance.

a pure acoustic PoP

the all-acoustic

with plucked and

of pipes and

vocal arrangements.

but with emotional

seosons for

Terrafolk's Full Circle

the music the group

made for the World

Famous ploiect: an art

insta l lat ion which

i n v o l v e d  f o u r

off the ground in

pods, whose petals

the changes of the

while a pyrotechnic

those changes

Terrafolk, the music

a visceral rather

so you feel you

inq rather than

it. Linked by found

noises that feel like

as it exposes itself to

Variations'. The

id-winter takes us to

No 1'with its great

sounds infiltrate the

with its sensual

to cool jazz for 'Still

with Una Palliser's

voice.  The

Is The Placei with

tts'We choose to

the atmosphere

ve rendition of

heary metal version of
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